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PREFACE. 


8 I had, long ſince, heard, 
that in one pariſh in Livin 
£ I. there were but two or three 
children alive at the end of the year, 
in which two hundred had been 
placed with pariſh nurſes; and as I 
full well knew how general a diſ- 
regard there was of the morals of 
thoſe children, who were maintained 
at a parochial expence; I could not 
but conſider the erection of a Fund- 
ling-H o/pital, as likely to be of e- 
minent ſervice to the community. 
When I met with a vote of the 
houſe of Commons very favourable 
to it, * hopes from it grant in- 
1 creaſed. 
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1 PREFACE. 


creaſed. For ſome time I heard 
nothing faid to its prejudice, which 


ſeemed capable of having any weight 


Fic its more intelligent patrons: 
But being, at length told, that it 
was thought liable to ſome objedtions . 
by no means immaterial; a friend in 
town was deſired to procure an ac- 
count of the objections there made 
to it: Ten were ſent; and when 


they had been conſidered, what oc- 


_ curred on peruſing 3 was deli- 
vered to the gentleman from whom 
they were received: Some of the 


governors of the hoſſ pital having ſeen 
the anſwer to them, notice was taken 
of it in the general meeting, at the 
inſtance of which it is now publiſhed. 
I am, indeed, at ſuch a diſtance 


from town, ſo very rarely go to it 
and always make ſo ſhort a ſtay in it, 


that I may be thought not likely to 


ave an exact information, how far 
the abuſes of moſt charities are a- 


voided in this. 
But, 


p R FF A C HN id 


But, certainly, what the manage- 
ment of the Foundling-H, o/pital is, 
they can fully know, in whoſe power 
it is to call before them and examine 
every perſon in it, and who have all 

the ſeveral articles of its expence every 
year laid before them; which is the 
caſe of both houſes of parliament:-- 
The proviſion they make for this 
Hoſpital is an annual one--The ſum 
they give for its maintenance is ac- 
counted for to them. No abuſe in it 
can eſcape their cogniſance. And is 
it not a ſtrong argument in its favour 
that they have hitherto blamed no 
"ap taken by its director 
The expence of it may appear 

very great, but has it yet been duly 
conſidered, how this expence may 
be kflened; or how it may chiefly fall 
where it is chiefly occaſioned, where 
a great faving is made by it, and 
where the 4. pM e ariſes 
from it? 
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i PREFACE, 
Every thing here ſaid in behalf of 


ans Foundling-H o/pital proceeds on 


the ſuppoſition, that the government 
of it having received no cenſure from 
our legiſlators, doth deſerve none. 
Of the neceſſity of ſome ſuch 
proviſion for children who are either 
to their parents, or are 
3 eglected by them, I am 
fully convinced: If this way of pro- 


viding for ſuch children 1s experi- 


enced a wrong one, let it not be 
underſtood as here vindicated; it a 
better can be ſuggeſted, let it be tried. 

Some there are, who oppoſe even 
the continuance of the Found/mg- 
Hoſpital as a place of reception 
barely for the children within the 
bills * mortality : Others think; that 
very great advantage would ariſe to 
the public, even if the late practice 
were revived, and an admiſſion into 
this hoſpital giventochildren whence- 


1 both 


w 


ſentation. 


| doubtedly is, to conſult the increaſe 


tb N 
to which each is entitled, when a- 


voiding paſſion, cavil m — 


it un⸗ 


Of che higheſt 


of our people, and by guarding a- 
gainſt their bad education who muſt 


chiefly make that increaſe, to prevent 
our — more hurt by having 
our numbers augmented, than by 
their being leſſened. Doth it not 
then Fi. a ſerious and 1 
inquiry--Whether a ſcheme. for the 
general reception of deſerted children 
can be carried into execution by 
ſome tax eaſy to all, and there prin- 
cipally raiſed where it will be prin 
pally beneficial?--Whether in other 
countries, where fuch a ſcheme takes 
place, the advantages of it are 
— over- balancing the expence?— 
Whether in our country, when the 
Faundling-Hqſpital received all who 
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were ſent to it, the numbers ſo re- 
ceived exceeded thoſe which are ad- 
mitted into the ſame hoſpitals in 
other countries equally populous; 
and afforded any juſt ground to 
ſuſpect, that the poor at a diſtance 
from our metropolis would abandon 
the care of their children, when 
there was ſuch a place for their re- 
deption? Whether a ſcheme of this 
kind could be rendered ſubſervient 
towards eaſing the nation of a part 
of the poors rate proportionate, or 
nearly ſo, to the charge it creates? 
When I mention the poors rate, 
I cannot but lament it, as alike bur- 
thenſom in its impoſition, and miſ- 
chievous in its application--as the 
bane of frugality and induſtry--as 
diſtreſſing -grievouſly the diligent 
and ſupporting the idle--as at orice | 
increaſing our poor and corrupting | 
 them--as- loading with the mainte 
nance of others, even ſome, who 
15627 with 
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PREFACE. vi 


with the greateſt difficulty maintain 
themſelves, and as depriving the 
community of the aſſiſtance that it 
moſt wants, by encouraging thoſe 
to decline work, who might be em- 
ployed in the ulefulleſt. 

What doth the preſent proviſion 
for our poor but licencethoſe to create 
a vaſt expence, who will themſelves 
bear the very leaſt part of it--Give 
the diſpoſal of the common purſe to 
ſuch as put the ſmalleſt ſum in to it; 
and entruſt people with the diſtri- 
bution of more pounds, than they 
were ever worth ſhillings, their debts 
paid? When I hear of much activity 
in an oppoſition to the Foundling- 
Hoſpital and an entire acquieſcence 
in the poors rate, I cannot but think 
of thoſe, who burn heretics, and 
allow . to murtherers. 


SOME 


PP 0 er lee + rh po ome ee es Eu TY * Y q 
: . 4 : . PERS Fe a : 
„ I TR" e " MS * * * * * , 
* " 0 u - 
_— mote + * — — - % CET 


— — — — ” - 


> 


— op - ; oe — As . - 2 , ys; "a6; 66 6. 
* — 1 ws Be . POT RR rite W C — T go 0 tro ne anger rc — — en * þ Y —— - "Dx OY are : n k 8 S Bi 2 AED oy 0 
8 88 r N 4 3 * "A — ——— " 1 4 IB N = 2 


Derr — 2 


2 — 


# 
8 x * FAY 
—— FY > 6— — L 
3 a. DM. th. _— 
— — 
1 1 
* 


5 0 u 
OBJECTIONS, Ge. 


CL 
T will coſt a great ſum of money to 
make this hoſpital univerſally uſeful ; 
whereas the public are involved in debt 
and war, both which make frugality 

ede, 3 
A N 8 W ERC 
When the expence of this hoſpital, un- 
der a proper 1 is very great, it 
can only be ſo, from the many whom it 
benefits: and the clear proof both of ſuch 
due management, and ſuch extenſive bene- 
fit, muſt be the ground of any ſucceſsful 
application to the legiſlature in its favor. 
When this hoſpital, by being very ex- 
tenſively uſeful, requires a large ſum for 
its ſupport; it might ſave the public, much 
more than the public paid towards it. 
It muſt conſiderably increaſ the number 
of our people: and not only do this, but 
add to the community many uſeful members. 
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1 
The children, which it might not be 


conſidered as preſerving, it may truly be 
thought to educate in ſuch a way, as muſt 


make them much more uſeful to their coun- 
try, than they otherwiſe would be; and thus 
it may abundantly over- balance any preſent 


expence, that it can create. 


If it ſhould be inſtrumental in promoting 
fuch regulations as the poors-rate greatly 
wants, it might, in that particular alone, 
fave us much more than it coſts us. 
Should not the pariſhes which are eaſed 
by this charity, be made to pay their pro- 
portion towards it? would not that anſwer 


a conſiderable part of its expence? 7; 
Is our debt greater than that of our 


neighbours the FRENCH? 
Is there more money in any country 


which ſupports an hoſpital for deſerted 


children than in our own? and if ſuch 
hoſpitals are continued in all other places, 
where they have been erected, mult it not 
be, becauſe they find an advantage from 
them, over-ballancing the expence of them? 

We are in much greater want of men 


than of money; and, certainly, our frugality 


cannot be better exerciſed in any article, 


than in ſo cheaply ſupporting and educating 


ſuch a number of youths, as would other- 


wiſe be wholly loſt to us; or be ſuch nui- 


ſances, that we might wiſh they had not 
.out-lived their infancy. 


OBJECTION 


34 
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OBJECTION II. | 
Children may be maintained cheaper by 
the pariſhes, than they can be by an hoſ- 
pital; the pariſhes having officers appointed 
by law, who are to take nothing for the 
execution of their office: whereas the hoſ- 
pital muſt have officers and ſervants, and 


3 muſt pay the expence of carriage, of chil- 


dren, and nurſes. | 
ai SW EK, 

The cheaper manner of maintaining 
children in their reſpective pariſhes, can 
be no argument againſt the encouragement 
of this hoſpital, if the greater expence of 
maintaining children in. it, be anſwered by 
the advantages which the public receives 
thereby—if what the officers and ſervants 
of the hoſpital coſt the community be 
fully repaid it, by what is here done 
for its younger members, beyond what 


would be done for them in their reſ- 


pective pariſhes. 
Nothing can well be more generally 
known, than the indifference, and might 
I not juſtly uſe a harſher term, of over- 
ſeers, towards preſerving the lives of 
the children for whoſe maintenance they 
pay. | 
The ſmall ſum which they pay for 
maintaining children, when paſt their 
infancy, is attended with prodigious in- 
B 2 conveniences. 


* 


17 
„„ 


me 
. 
do 6 > Y 
= — 5 
- 1 8 — 


. 
Et 
; 
WM 5 
1 4 
. 7 
is 
11 
5 


a ban ets 


E N 
conveniences.— The children thus main- 
tained are in the groſſeſt manner neglected 
are undiſciplined, unprincipled, ſubject- 
ed to the ſtrongeſt temptations to lying and 
pilfering, ſuffered to ſtroll in all places 


of common reſort, and are, thereby, con- 


tinually hearing and ſeeing what moſt 


tends to corrupt their morals. 

J believe it to be, in many pariſhes, it 
certainly is, in the pariſh in which I live, 
experienced, that it is much cheaper to pay 
a ſtanding overſeer, than to let that office 
be executed by perſons, annually choſen, 
without any ſalary: and it is not unreaſon- 


able to hope, that this hoſpital may, at 


length, ſave the > POO full as much, as 
what is expended by it on officers and 


ſervants. 


That which occaſioned at firftthe erection 
of this hoſpital, and that to which it owes 
all the encouragement which it has /ince 
received, is, either the notorious niegligence, 
or corruption of overſeers—the very bad 
diſcharge of their office with reſpect to 
the children under their care. 

OBJECTION III. 

Suppoling the hoſpital to be now well 

1 which is not admitted, yet it 
become, as all human inſtitutions 
nas, liable to mil-management and Cor- 


ruption. 3 5 
ANS W E R. 
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CN maT EK; * 
"If, at preſent, this hoſpital is ill-ma- 
naged, let it be ſpecified, wherein it is 
ſo: when ſuch miſ-management is proved, 
and proper meaſures are not taken by the 
| governors to reform it, there is no queſ- 
tion, but that the diſcouragement which 
the hoſpital muſt then deferve, will be 
ſhewn it. | 
If no inſtance of miſ-management has 
been hitherto ſuggeſted to the governors, 
which they have not endeavoured to cor- 
rect, they have done as much as can be 
expected from them. 
That becauſe this charity may be 
abuſed, it therefore ſhould not be fa- 
voured, is an argument, which will 
equally hold againſt all hoſpitals - againſt 
endowments of every kind: and if it 
has any weight in this inſtance, it muſt 
have as great againſt all donations—for 
promoting learning and arts—for ths 
relief of the fick and wounded poor— 
for ſupporting, in their declining years, 
thoſe whoſe youth has paſſed, and 
{ſtrength been exhauſted, in their coun- 
tries ſervice. | | | 
The governors of this hoſpital are, and 
probably always will be, of ſuch rank and 
fortune; that, if any perſons in the kingdom 
can be thought unlikely to betray their truſt, 
it may fitly be thought ſo of them, 
The 


r ** 
—— Kon — — 
a _ 


* _ 
* 


* ys * 
—— — 8 
rr 
1 * * - 2 oOoS4 


„ 
ä a 
SED NY 


% — 
rr. ä —u—U— 


: * — a arr Fr <I 4 js * 
— CCC 
3 7 . — F - 5 
\ , * b w 1 
. „ —— * BEE ; r 
— ——— , „ — — 


— 


— get — haben Wine 
3 hs * - * Too 
” 
4 * * + - 
, 2 WAY a — 
— — 


* 


3 
— 


„ ” 


1 24 } 


The public is ſo much intereſted in 


the good management of this hoſpital 


ſo many have their eyes upon it—any. 
miſ-management in it may be ſo eafily 
known, and its dependance on the favor 
of the legiſlature will always be ſo great, 
that if abuſes can be eſcaped any where, 
we may reaſonably hope that they will 
be 0 mere. LD 

An account of the expences of this 


hoſpital is annually delivered to parlia- 


ment. | 


| OBFECTION IV. 
Suppoſing this inſtitution in it ſelf good, 
yet it may give riſe and encouragement to 
many other ſocieties, which may be whim- 
fical, uſeleſs, or miſchievous. 8 

A N 8 WIE XN. 

If there is nothing miſchievous, uſeleſs, 
or whimſical in the deſign, or frame, or 
rules of this ſociety, as it can have no con- 
nexion with any other ſociety form'd either 
for wrong or trifling purpoſes, ſo it cannot 
be fairly conſidered as at all likely to give 
encouragement to the formation of any 
ſuch ſociety. | 3 

When it is certain, that ſuch an hoſpital 


as this is much wanted —that great advan- 


tage may be obtained by it, which could 
not be hoped for without it; nothing can 
be more unreaſonable than to deny it en- 

couragement, 


— * * 
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couragement, becauſe fanciful, weak, or 
deſigning men may from thence take oc- 
caſion to form ſchemes which ought to be 
diſcouraged, and which, whulſt our preſent 
freedom of inquiry ſubſiſts, would, un- 
queſtionably, be very ſoon expoſed as they 
ought to be, and thence meet with the ge- 
neral contempt, or abhorrence, which they 
deſerve. 3 £5 
To object to this ſociety inconveniences, 
which may only poſſibly ariſe from it, is to 
make an objection which will equally hold 
_ againſt the wiſeſt inſtitutions—the beſt laws 
— the worthieſt undertakings. {os 
The diſcountenance of this ſociety would 
be no unlikely way to promote thofe 
which are miſchievous, or uſeleſs; as the 
ſtoppage of liberality in this its proper 
channel, might be a temptation to open 
for its receipt thoſe improper ones. 
It is much leſs probable, that this fociety 
would give riſe to any miſchievous or uſe- 
leſs ſocieties; than it is, that the legiſlature, 
under whoſe patronage this ſociety ſubſiſts, 
would ſuppreſs thoſe ſocieties, if any ſuch 
aroſe, either at their very riſe, or when it 
was found, that they did not ſpeedily dif- 
folve of themſelves. : 
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3 OBFECTION,V. 
It encourages idleneſs by taking away 
the neceſſity which parents are under to | 
maintain thir children. 2 
„ 

When it is ſaid, that parents are under 
a neceſſity to maintain their children, I 
ſuppoſe it to be meant, that they muſt 
do it, either, from the affection they bear 


to them; or, from the infamy they would 


incur by neglecting them; or, from the 


puniſhment which their neglect of them 


would receive from the magiſtrate. Their 


affection towards them can be very little, 


if, when able to maintain them, they will 


place them in an hoſpital— They will ſuf- 


fer as much in their character, by thus 


diſpoſing of them, as they would by a 
neglect of them, which, if it did not 
ſend them ſpeedily out of the world, 
would make them uſeleſs in it; or, rather, 
a grievance to it—The neglect, of which 


they can be guilty without having the 
leaſt to fear from the magiſtrate, may be 
ſuch, as will not only be utterly ruinous 


of their childrens morals, but even ſoon 
put a period to their lives. 


The idly diſpoſed can but little regard 
their own welfare: whence it is not to be 
believed they can have much regard for 
that of their children; whoſe utter ruin, 


Faun the — of their parents, well 


deſerves 


[17 ] 


are not idly diſpoſed, will not be fo far 
void of fr affection, as to part with 
their children when able by their labor 


to maintain them. 
The parent who ſends a a3; {= this 


BW hoſpital, rather than make ſome ſmall 
addition to his labor for its ſupport, muſt 


be a perſon who ought leaſt to be truſted 
with the education of that child h 
would be ſure to ſet it an example, which 
it could not follow, as it would be likely 
to do, without being a * bad member 
of the community. 

The inclination of the poor to idleneſs 
is contracted, and the habit of it confirm 


ed, before they have families: this habit 


ver, feldom reformed by having a num. 


ber of children ; it then operates, either 
in the groſſeſt neglect of them, or in run- 
ning away from — and leaving them 
to the care of the pariſh: nor is there, 
perhaps, a populous pariſh. in the king- 


dom, which is not burtheaed with chil- 
dren deſerted by their idle parents. No 


man is made idle by this hoſpital, who 
would not be ſo, were there no re 
hoſpital. 

From, the PR of every ſort of food, 
ever ſince the hoſpital has received all 
children ſent to it, we may reaſonably Sink 
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deſerves to be prevented; and they. who 
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that many induſtrious perſons burthened 


with large families have placed their 
children in it: When the number of 
theſe is ſet at the loweſt, that it can fairly 
be judged, and thereto a proper addition is 
made of children whom their parents do 
not care to own; all the children which 


can be ſuppoſed placed here in order to 


favour the 1dleneſs of their arents, muſt 


be, comparatively to the offspring of the 


whole of our working people, very 
few. YL 
Should it be admitted, that ſome N = 


are the more idle for having their children 


maintained in this hoſpital; it makes abun- 
dant amends for this, by the induſtrious 
turn which it endeavours to give to all the 
children placed in it. 
OBFECTION vi. | 
The children brought up by the hoſpi- 
tal, having no parents or relations, are a 
body of people void of all ſocial regards, 
and detach'd from the reſt of the nation; 
and therefore may become inconvenient or 
dangerous. 
ANSWE R. | 
The perſons, by whoſe care children 
are brought up in this hoſpital, are to them 


inſtead of parents; and will, if they have 
any gratitude, be regarded by them as 


their parents; but if they are without any 


ſuch 


it only till paſt their childhood; they then 


{ «9.1 


dach principle, they would ſhew as little 


regard to their natural parents, as to their 
benefactors. S OF Pts: ee $1 

Who are the parents or relations of the 
children in this hoſpital? — Thoſe, who, 


by deſerting them, ſhew How little they 
can do, or would do, towards ſo provid- 
Wing for them, as might be likely to make 
them better citizens, from any fenſe they 


would have of filial duty. „ 5 
When they, who are brought up in this 


a hoſpital, owe to the charity of their coun- 


trymen, not only their ſubſiſtence whilſt 


they are children, but their qualifications, 
2M when they have attained manhood, to 
provide themſelves a comfortable ſubſiſ- 
tence; they can be under no inducement 
to lay aſide all ſocial regard to look upon 
their intereſt as ſeparate from that of the 

public. 4 


It is one part of the deſign of this hoſ- 
pital, and no ſmall part of the care of its 
governors, to imprint on the minds of the 


children brought up in it, a much ſtronger 


ſenſe of duty, than what their parents 
would, in all probability, have ever given 
them; and which will, therefore, of courſe 
make them even better ENGLISHMEN, 
than they otherwiſe would be. | 

The children in this hoſpital are kept in 
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are placed in the families of ſome or other 


of their countrymen; and thereby contract 
— ſame regard to N ns ene 


people have. 1 
” When the children attain the age at 
which! ſociety may be much hurt or bene- 


ited by them, they will, probably, mary. 


and be themſelves nts; a tie much 


ſtronger than that of filial relation, and 
which will unite them to the reſt of the 


nation as firmly as any others, born and 
bred 1 in it, are united to it. x 

The children brought up in this hoſpital b 
by being better qualified 46 to maintain ” 2H 3 
ſelves when they reach manhood, than 


they would have been if left to negligent L 


parents, or pariſh officers; will, on that 


account, be much more likely to marry, i 


and to conſider their intereſt as united 
to the public. e 1 
2+ OB FECT IO N: VIE.: 2 
Theſe children muſt be educated in ſo- 


cieties, and therefore cannot be ſo enured 


to labor and hardſhips as thoſe drought # 
up in Cottages and villages... - ; 
5 ANS W E R. | 
— the former objection, theſe children 
are conſidered as likely to be brought up 


without any ſocial regards; In this, they 
are conſidered as brought up in a way 
which will enforce theſe regards. 2 


4 Whom | 1 
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Whom do we: affect ſo much, as thoſe, 
with whom we have paſſed our childhood; 
and on whoſe manners and cuſtoms we 
are formed? 0 

Very few of the children in nithia hoſpital 
are taken from villages and coitages. 

Many more than what are ſent from 
them, are ſent to paſs their tender years. 
in them; and afterwards, when they return 
to this hoſpital, they are fed they are 
clothed they are employed, in ſuch 4 
manner as will fit them to bear any hard- 
ſhips, to which they are mn be ex- 
poſed in their future life. 

In this hoſpital leſs indulgence | is ben 
children, — they generally find in their 
parents cottages . They are leſs ſuffered 
to continue near a fire they ſpend leſs 
time in idleneſs their faculties are ſooner 
called out the powers both of their bodies 
and minds are more affiduoufly exerciſed: 
and when to this we add the ſimplicity 
of their fare the moderate quantity of it 
the ſmall time allowed them for their 
meals the cheapneſs and lightneſs of their 
garments— their health alone conſulted, in 
the beds on which they lie, in their cover- 
ing when they ſleep, and in the hours al- 
lowed them for ſleep; it may juſtly be 
thought, that the boys and. girls educated 
in this place are better fitted for all ſorts of 
Work, 
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work, than thoſe which are e brought up in 
villages and cottages. 

Children ſent by the directors of this 
Hoſpital, at nine or ten years old, into the 
ſea-ſervice, have gone into very cold cli- 
mates: and it was experienced, that there 
they preſerved their health, and made them- 
ſelves uſeful. 

OBFECTION VIII. 

It may tend to increaſe the r of 
Mind's in mortmain. 
— ANS W E R. | 
The utmoſt increaſe of the quantity of 
land, held in mortmain, which can ariſe 
either from donations to, or purchaſes made 
by, this hoſpital,” is very inconſiderable. 

All that it has licence to > hold, is but 
1 4 ooo per annum. 

The land it purchaſes is not bene 

The deſign of the ſtatute of mortmain, 
is, to provide for the better defence of the 
realm; which as it is likewiſe deſigned and 
greatly promoted by this charity; none, 
certainly, has a better claim to any favor, 
which, under the power reſerved to the 


crown by that ſtatute, may be ſhewn it. 


„ DOBFECTION- IX. | 
It takes away the natural affection of 
parents from their children, and deprives 
the children of the natural benefits which 


are the conſequences of parental care and | 


affection. 
ANSWE R. 


had. 


. 

AN S WE X. . 
| Moſt of the children placed in this hof- 
pital, are, certainly, the offspring of thoſe, 
who, either, have very little affection to- 
wards ſuch children; or, who having a 
proper affection towards them, are under 
an utter inability to maintain them. In 
neither of theſe caſes can the hoſpital be 
conſidered as impairing the pies. affec- 
tion of parents; and, in the latter, it is aſſiſ- 
tant to thoſe parents, who are the fitteſt 
objects of compaſſion. In both theſe caſes, 
with reſpect to the children, a more rea- 
fonable kindneſs cannot be ſhown them, 
than in giving them the ſupport and edu- 
cation which they would not be likely to 
have from parents; who, either, had no 
inclination to take a proper care of them; 
or who wanted the ability for it, though 

they did not the inclination. : 
No parents who have a due affection for 
their children, and would expreſs it by 
the good offices they do them, are, from 
this hoſpital, under any the leaſt induce- 
ments to leſſen that affection, and to de- 
cline thoſe offices. The parent, who has 
a juſt ſenſe of his Duty to his offspring, 
and is willing to diſcharge it, has now the 
fame inducement to, and the : fame oppor- 
tunities for, its diſcharge, which he ever 
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The proviſion made by this hoſpital is 


for the children of the great number of 


parents leſs tender, or very neceſſitous; 


and to ſuch children, the concern of the 


benevolent is, with the utmoſt propriety, 
extended. 1 | 

If any parent, at length, either better 
diſpoſed towards his child, or better able 
to educate it, is willing to take it under 
his care; he is at full liberty to do it, only 
making to the hoſpital a reaſonable allow- 


ance for its maintenance if he is able. 


-: QB FECTLHON X. 
It is an encouragement to vice and im- 
morality, by making an eaſy proviſion for 
illegitimate children; and taking away, by 
concealment, ſhame, which is the due 
portion of vice. | | 
MN $6: BM. -- 
The perſons, who would be willing to 
have their illegitimate children maintained 
in this hoſpital, are chiefly thoſe, who 
are not in circumſtances to maintain them: 
and as theſe perſons make but a ſmall part 
of the lewd, ſo moſt of them ſupporting 
themſelves by their arts or bodily labor, 
and being able thereby to get their living 
in any part of the kingdom, they no ſoon- 
er find that the partners of their guilt 
are breeding, than they go to ſome diſtant 
place; and having this way to evade all 
5528 inconveniencies 


9 


« | 25 P 


inconveniences from any illegitimate offs- 
pring; we cannot juſtly think, that, if 


there was no hoſpital to receive it, they 


would be leſs licentious; ws 
Can it reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that 


he, who will not be withheld from lewd- 


ness, by the thought of its ruinous conſe- 


quences to the poor woman he either 
corrupts, or confirms in her guilt—by any 
regard to the hurt which it may do his 
conſtitution by any moral conſiderations 
whatever; would be more chaſte, if there 
were not an hoſpital to maintain his 


baſtards? . ae 


As for women, they who want a provi- 


ſion for their illegitimate children, are, 


notwithftanding this hoſpital, undet ſuch 

diſcouragements from giving way to their 

luſt, that when it can be reſtrained * 
| 


any prudential conſiderations, they wi 
be ſure not to gratify it —— They come 
under the cognizarice of the civil magiſ- 


trate—they are liable to eccleſiaſtical cen- 


ſure—they can ſeldom conceal their preg- 
nancy from the notice of their neighbours 
—they deprive themſelves of all hope 
of any future advantageous ſettlement; and 


they loſe that character, without which it 


will be difficult for them to find any, pre- 
ſent honeſt ſupport. It is not then to be 
thought, that they who will not be affec- 
£20 1 ted 
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ted by theſe and. would * ins 
duced to preſerve their chaſtity, if their 
children were not to be ſent to this hoſpital, 
but were to be maintained by their pariſh- 
es, or by their ſeducers labor, or by their 
tet cr 
Were it to be ound, that this bol. 

al provides for the concealment of 
ieudneſe, muſt it not then be granted, 
that it prevents thoſe infinitely more to 
be dreaded conſequences, of ſeeking to 
conceal it by deſtroying children before 
they come into the world, or immedi- 
3 after their birth? In the former of 
which caſes, the deſtruction of the child 
is often that of the parents conſtitution; 
and in the latter, the ufinatural mother 
either ſuffers an ignominious death; or, if 
pardoned, paſſes her days neglected, def- 
piſed, and too likely to become thence a 
common proſtitute. 

Is not there ſome hope of repentance, 
md has there not been often a ſincete 
repentance, where a character is not 
wholly loſt; and where it is fo, 18 
there "he: leaſt likelyhood of repen- 


tance? 


This hoſpital is, indeed, ſo far 
from encouraging lewdneſs by the pro- 
viſion it makes for deſerted children; 


that, on the other hand, an inſtitution 
can 


whereby lewd * e ee te * 
prevented. - + \ 8 7 
By its aconſtoring, the e girls i it re- 
ceives, to ſucks” as Fill be, in 
their wer life, a — yg” for their 2 
it doth not a little contribute 

* D that ſeduction of them to 
which they are expoſed, when they 
have not been brought up to a. 
and put into a way of decently main- 
wage themſelves. _ 

By its taking both boys and girls out 
of families, in which the worſt ex- 
amples would be ſet them; and by its 
keeping all the children in it, for ſeve * 
ral years, out of. the fight and hearing 
of whatever can tend to deprave their 
tender minds; it is of no ſmall uſe to- 
wards ſecuring their virtue in their” 
future lives, 
Hy the decorum required, and carefully 
llerved, in it, and by the good principles 
which are inculcated, when they are like- 
lieſt to make the deepeſt and moſt laſting © 
impreſſion; it doth all that human endea- 
vour can do, to give thoſe educated in it, 
ſuch a ſenſe of their duty, as is the 


ſureſt preſervation of the purity of both 
ſexes. 
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